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A life-changing experience
In the first century C.E. lived a man whom we know as Paul. His name in
the Hebrew was Sha’ul. In Yahshua’s time lived a group of people called
Pharisees. The Pharisees were mostly made up of middle class business men
and synagogue leaders. They were known for making people’s lives difficult
by adding extra burdens to Yahweh’s Law that were never intended.
Throughout the New Testament, Yahshua continually had to deal with them
and their hypocritical actions. Paul was a Pharisee, as we can read in Acts
23:6. The Pharisees were against Yahshua in every way. They caused numerous problems and tried to hinder Him.
Paul greatly persecuted the followers of Yahshua, even being responsible
for some of their deaths. He was greatly feared among early converts. But,
things were about to change for Paul. While riding his horse on the road to
Damascus, Paul was struck down by a blinding light and a powerful Voice asking him, “Paul, Paul! Why are you persecuting me?” Paul cried out, “Who are
you?” The Voice answered, “I am Yahshua, Whom you are persecuting!”
So began a complete transformation in Paul’s Life. He became one of
Yahshua’s strongest followers. In fact, he is credited for writing many of the
New Testament letters. Paul also traveled far and wide to preach the Evangel
to everyone including gentiles. Paul’s experience is amazing because it shows
that Yahweh can transform a person completely, even if they previously did
very bad things. Yahweh can forgive anyone’s past, no matter how terrible it
was. And for that, we can be thankful.
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But this I admit to you, that
according to the Way which
they call a sect I do serve the
Elohim of our fathers, believing everything that is in accordance with the Law and that
is written in the Prophets;
having a hope in Yahweh,
which these men cherish
themselves, that there shall
certainly be a resurrection of
both the righteous and the
wicked. In view of this, I also
do my best to maintain always a blameless conscience
both before Elohim and before men, Acts 24:14–16 NASB.
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Paul’s Conversion
1. What is the Hebrew form of Paul?
A. Sha’ul
B. Fred
C. Moses
D. Joseph
2. Where was Paul traveling to when he was blinded?
A. Jerusalem
B. Tel Aviv
C. Damascus
D. Egypt
3. What animal did he fall from?
A. Donkey
B. Elephant
C. Giraffe
D. Horse
4. What governing body did Paul belong to?
A. Sadducees
B. Pharisees
C. Judges
D. Essenes
5. What are some notable facts about Paul?
A. He wrote many New Testament letters.
B. He traveled far and wide to share the Evangel.
C. He had persecuted Yahshua’s followers.
D. All of the above.

1. A, 2. C, 3. D, 4. B, 5. D.
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Judges in Scripture
1. What woman was a judge and military leader in the Old Testament? See Judges 4:5.
2. Who was a “doctor of law” in the New Testament? See Acts 5:34.
3. Who judged a sick man unjustly? See Job 4:7-9.
4. Who acted as a judge to win the hearts of his father’s followers? 2 Samuel 15:4-6.
5. Name the man whose father-in-law advised him to set up a system of judges. Exodus 18:16-22.
6. Who turned down a case because it wasn’t in his jurisdiction? Acts 18:12-16.
7. Who refused to judge an inheritance case? Luke 12:13-15.
8. Who was a “circuit” judge? 1 Samuel 7:15-17.
9. Who is the final Judge of all people? Romans 2:16.
10. Which judge made a wise decision in a child custody case? 1 Kings 3:25-28.

